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Superintendent Message

Upcoming Dates:

Sept. 24: School Board Study Session (Canceled)
Oct. 4: School Board Meeting
Oct. 11: No School (Staff Training Day)
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Dear Staff and Families: 
 
One of the more joyful aspects of my role is the ability to visit
schools and see students and learning in action. This week I
had the pleasure of visiting Waller Road, Ridgecrest, Zeiger,
and Rogers, in addition to observing alternative learning
experiences at Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL).
 
Although the �rst few weeks of school have gone by very
quickly, I will gradually get through visiting all schools and
various support sites. I’m charmed by our newest learners in
kindergarten classrooms and impressed by the resilience of
our students and staff in all of our schools, particularly those in the PDL program as they have
transitioned to a new location at the recently constructed Kessler Center.
 
Student activities are underway in schools with many sports competitions successfully taking
place. Thank you to athletic teams and event staff for their diligence in keeping students, staff
and community members as safe as possible. Remember to mask up when at an indoor event,
and outdoor events where there are over 500 in attendance.
 
As we settle into the 2021-22 school year, academic acceleration and social-emotional
recovery for students will be focused on a sense of belonging. I’m excited to see what we can
accomplish together. During my school visits I’ve already seen this in action and am proud of
the progress we are making to reimagine our tradition of excellence.
 
In service and support,
 
Dr. John Polm
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COVID-19 Response

Puyallup School District’s COVID Response Team meets
weekly to respond to situations in our schools related to
disease mitigation and transmission. This team of key district
leaders uses the latest state guidance to determine what
programmatic changes need to be made or paused as school
resumes to keep staff and student healthy and safe.
 
Contact Tracing E�ciencies 
To support reliable contact tracing, seating chart protocols are in place for classrooms and
lunch. In classrooms, small group con�gurations that deviate from assigned seats is limited.
Comparatively, elementary seating charts and QR table codes for secondary schools have
been implemented at lunch. The QR code launches a form for the student to input their name
and table number providing reliable data in the event of an exposure.  
 
Transmission in Schools 
This back-to-school season is like no other as schools re�ect transmission rates in
communities. We remain committed to keeping our community informed of positive COVID
cases impacting schools and district facilities, while protecting the privacy of individuals.
COVID-19 data is maintained and published on the district website every Wednesday for the
previous week ending. 
 
Noti�cations 
There are two types of noti�cations families may receive when COVID-19 impacts a school or
district facility: exposure noti�cation and a general no-contact noti�cation.  
 

1. Exposure noti�cations go to all identi�ed close contacts and provides information on the
exposure, return to school date, and that the school will be following up with distance
learning plans. 
 

2. General no-contact noti�cations are emailed to all families and staff at a school where a
positive case has been identi�ed. This proactive communication is to provide
transparency and remind families about mitigation measures to prevent disease
transmission.  
 
Read more …

Email ‘Phishing’ Attempts

The Federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) has seen an increase in malicious activity with
ransomware attacks against K-12 educational institutions.
These attacks have the potential to compromise our network,
prevent district operations and divulge personal information

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/pathway_to_recovery/c_o_v_i_d-19_data
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/c_o_v_i_d_notifications
https://s.smore.com/u/22f7/cccc71213a24a1dea2ca2375590adb61.png
https://s.smore.com/u/2e04/0f081ce7f347c53f4fc097e1f0fdfa6f.jpeg


about students and staff. Malicious actors have gotten more sophisticated in their campaigns,
circumventing �ltering measures and taking advantage of our busy schedules and/or trusting
nature.
 
We have a shared responsibility to protect the Puyallup School District against a cyber-
security attack by being extra vigilant about questionable emails.
 
This voluntary training module provides a safety tutorial on email phishing attempts.

CARE Kickoff Meeting

The Committee Aligned for Reimagining Excellence (CARE)
held their �rst meeting Sept. 16 in which members established
meeting norms and laid the groundwork for collaborative
teamwork. Individual and collective strengths were identi�ed
to support the process of evaluating recovery-effort measures
for this school year. The group comprised of parents, staff,
students, community, and partner organizations representing a variety of backgrounds and
experiences will help review stakeholder data on:
 

Social-Emotional Learning and Well-Being
School Climate, Culture, and Engagement
Equity and Inclusion

 
Meetings will be held monthly, and agendas will be posted online.

Family News

Healthy Youth Survey Exemption

For the 2021-22 school year only, schools will not administer the Healthy Youth Survey (HYS)
to students in grades 6, 8, 10, and 12.
 
The Puyallup School District has received an exemption from OSPI and the WA State Health
Care Authority and will not be administering the survey due to efforts aligned with the district’s
Academic and Student Well-being Recovery Plan. As part of the Academic and Student Well-
Being Recovery Plan, survey measures will be implemented in October that seeks feedback
from all students, staff and families on social emotional wellness and learning environments.
 
The HYS, administered every two years, similarly asks students their thoughts, feelings, and
behaviors pertaining to a variety of health and safety topics, including school climate and
community safety, and more.

https://puyallup-wa.safeschools.com/training/launch/course_work/16558A14-179C-11EB-AAD9-83B8400EC428?splash=0
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=9531700
https://p11cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications%20&%20Information/2021-22/Connectivity%20092321.pdf
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=9531140
https://s.smore.com/u/8f2c/306e2ff46fca288e1107b1fb809edc73.jpeg


Congratulations National Merit Semi�nalists
Congratulations to Puyallup’s 2022 National Merit Scholarship Semi�nalists: Darya Baker,
Miles Mercer, Tyson Perez, and Maren Thompson of Puyallup High School!
 
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation recently announced the names of approximately
16,000 students from across the country. These four students will go on to compete for some
7,500 scholarships that will be awarded in the spring. Over 95 percent of the Semi�nalists are
expected to attain Finalist standing, and more than half of the Finalists will win a National
Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar® title. Read more ...
 
National Hispanic Heritage Month
Puyallup School District celebrates National Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15 – Oct. 15. Join
with us in recognizing approx. 20% of our student population by honoring the histories,
cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico,
the Caribbean and Central and South America.
 
Constitution Day
Did you know that Sept. 17 was Constitution Day? This designated day in schools is a time
when we commemorate the signing of the U.S. Constitution in Philadelphia on September 17,
1787.
 
Fall Testing Information
This fall, students in grades 4-9 and 11 and 12 will take the Smarter Balanced or Washington
Access to Instruction and Measurement (WA-AIM) tests in math and English language arts
and the Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science (WCAS) or the WA-AIM science
test. The districtwide testing window is Sept. 27-Nov. 23. The WA-AIM fall test window is Sept.
27 – Nov. 23 and the SBA/WCAS fall test window is Sept. 27- Nov. 10.
 
Last spring’s tests were postponed to fall 2021 as in-person instruction time was prioritized
for students. Teachers are available to provide information on student progress in ELA, math,
and science. Testing schedules will be communicated by individual schools.
 
Bus Transportation Noti�cations
The district’s Transportation Department uses a ‘Bus Bulletin’ system that allows
Transportation personnel to notify parents with bus information. As students are assigned to
school buses and routes, family contact information is directly loaded into the bus bulletin
database from the student information system. This nightly upload ensures that we have the
latest information on �le to send bus noti�cations. Parents will receive a phone and email
noti�cation if a bus is delayed or impacted. If you have questions regarding our bus bulletin
noti�cation system, please contact Transportation Services at (253) 841-8775.
 
Transportation Challenges Continue
Despite the nationwide bus driver shortage, we remain committed to providing bus service to
all in-district students who reside outside of designated walk-to-school areas. However, the
existing bus driver shortage may impact bus times and additional practices.
 

https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/congratulations_national_merit_semifinalists
http://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/commemorating-constitution-day
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/news/what_s_new/transportation_challenges_continue


Non-Discrimination Statement

How you can help: Help us spread the word that we are hiring. Each driver hired, helps us
get hundreds of children to and from school each day. Driving a bus for PSD is also a
great way to earn competitive pay and bene�ts and make an impact in a child’s life. All the
training is provided by the district and the hours are �exible enough to integrate with other
jobs or interests. When not driving a bus, PSD bus drivers are often parents, retirees, or
people who live in our community. If this is someone you know, have them apply today
($500 referral incentive available for district staff).

 
Families Encouraged to Submit Meal Applications
While we are able to provide meals at no charge to all students through the end of this school
year, families are strongly encouraged to complete free and reduced meal applications for
additional fee waivers.
 
Information collected in school meal applications help students access district or community
reduced fee bene�ts. In addition, families of children in grades 9-12 who qualify for free and
reduced-priced meals, are required to submit a Consent to Share survey to receive fee waivers
on items such as ASB cards, athletic participation fees, device coverage, and more.
 
School Board Highlights: Sept. 20
Recording (Part 1) (Part 2) | Agenda
 

District Highlights: 
National Merit Semi�nalists 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies 
PSD Education Day at the Fair 
'You Belong' Initiative

 
Read more ...

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=8032942
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=1102498
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D3mHsgPvyEE-_Ff_XmYCFdF4zQic4tKhGtRhdAEFtMC5UNlZUQ1lBSEhQUVFPT1BWUVhHQ1BLSVRCSC4u&data=04%7C01%7CRhodesRL%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7Cfb43697399154c4b13a008d960fe37e0%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637647467379728715%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Sg%2F2%2FVXU2WHaxqJWbACQJ9UP%2Br%2Fh%2FHtjSHy20tK%2B0pg%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/ip5R8cTG1sU
https://youtu.be/YdWwFOlW7Cg
http://go.boarddocs.com/wa/psd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=C5HUR57D3861
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications%20&%20Information/2021-22/National%20Merit%20Semifinalists.pdf
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications%20&%20Information/2021-22/Ribbon%20Cutting%20Ceremonies.pdf
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications%20&%20Information/2021-22/PSD%20Education%20Day%20at%20the%20Fair.pdf
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_141067/File/Departments/Communications%20&%20Information/2021-22/You%20Belong%20Initiative.pdf
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=9732619

